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Screen shot for the Illinois State Board of Elections web site

The Illinois State Board of Elections web site is packed with data on

contributions to state and local candidates and on how those



candidates spend their money. So we thought that CU-
CitizenAccess.org would offer a quick tutorial in how to find that

information yourself.

First, go to the State Board’s Web site at

http://www.elections.il.gov/ as shown in Figure-1.
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Move your cursor towards the top middle and click on “Candidates”
to get going. When you click on that, you will get this screen as

show in Figure-2
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DURLEY, MASON / 8/25/2016 1
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Move your cursor towards the middle of the page and click on
“Campaign Disclosure”, located within the “Welcome Candidates”

list. After clicking, you will see a screen that looks like Figure-3.
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Located in the middle of the page, listed under “Campaign
Disclosure: Information for Candidates”, move your mouse to
“Candidate Search” and click on it. After clicking, you will see a
screen that looks like Figure-4.
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When you get that screen, move the cursor to the “Last or Only
Name” line and click on the downward arrow next to “Starts with”
as show in Figure-5. You will get a choice of “Matches,” “Starts
With,” and “Contains.”
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You want to pick “Contains” because that means you only need to
know part of a name to get a result. You can do that with the “First
Name” line too as shown in Figure-6.

In this case, we put in the name of Donald Dodds, who is frequent
contributor to political campaigns. But you can choose any name
for this example in any particular state or local race and see what
you get. If you want see some very large contributions pick a big

donor from the governor’s race.

To see candidates for Congress or for the President you will need to
go to the Federal Elections Commission
http://www.fec.gov/pindex.shtml or the Center for Responsive

Politics, a nonpartisan, nonprofit group

http://www.opensecrets.org/ that has been collecting and analyzing

federal election data for decades.


http://www.fec.gov/pindex.shtml
http://www.opensecrets.org/
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We hit the search button and get back the result shown in Figure-7.
You can see there were 28 contributions listed that totaled $11,575.
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Contributions List
Your search found 28 receipts totaling $11,575.00

Bookmark the Current Results

Print This List

Contributed By

Dodds, Donald
1114 W Armory
Champaign, IL 61821

Dodds, Donald
1114 W Armory Ave

Champaign, IL 61821
Dodds, Donald
308 S. Neil St

Champaign, IL 61820

Dodds, Donald
1114 W Armory Ave
Champaign, IL 61821

Dodds, Donald
1114 W Armory Ave
Champaign, IL 61821
Occupation: Business Owner
Employer: Self Employed
Dodds, Donald
1114 W Armory Ave
Champaign, IL 61821
Occupabion: Business Owner
Employer: Self Employed
Dodds, Donald
38 S. Neil 5t.

Champaian. IL 61820

Amount Received By Description
Individual
$500.00 Contribution
5/28/2002 Friends of Tom
Berns
Individual
$250.00 Contribution
12/30/2009 Lincoln Club of
Champaign County
Indrvidual
$300.00 Contribution
9/9/2014 Friends for Karen
Foster
Individual
$500.00 Contribution
10/5/2006 Lincoln Club of
Champaign County
Individual
$1,000.00 Contribution
B/24/2005 Lincoln Club of
Champaign County
Individual
$1,000.00 Contnibution
8/11/2004 Lincoln Club of
Champaign County
Individual
$250.00 Contribution
1/11/2012 Friends of Tom

Bennett

Vendor Name Vendor Address

This is a first step in beginning to look up contributors. If you go

back to the selection screen as shown in Figure-5, you see you can

narrow your search criteria by many categories, ranging from city

or state or occupation or year and so on.

Checking out contributions and expenditures by

candidates

There are many ways to look up candidates and seeing who

contributed to the candidate and how the candidate has spent the

contributions. But one easy way is to use the search box on the

home page of the State Board of Elections.



We return to the home page and type in the last name of Don
Gerard, the former mayor of city of Champaign, who is running for

re-election, as shown in Figure-8.
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We hit the search button and we get the screen shown in Figure-9.

Figure 9
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Your search term appears to contain a name that is found in our database. If you are
searching for a name and wish to view possible details for that name, please select a
name from the list below and click the “View Details” button.

Selecta Name |»|

Selecta Name
DOM GERARD

N

Page: 1 of 2 (17 Total results)
<- Previous : Next ->

Search Results

We see we get the choice of only Don Gerard because there is no
one else with “Gerard” in their name running for office. We click on
“Don Gerard” and we get a choice of ways to look at contributions

as shown in Figure-10.
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Database Search Results

for: Den Gerard

Contributions by : Don Gerard

Contributions to : Don Gerard

Current officials with the last name : Gerard

Latest Committee Totals

Latest committee totals for : Don Gerard

We could check only contributions by and to Don Gerard, but we
also want to see expenditures.

The best way to do that is to look at filings by political committees
since candidates run their campaigns by committee. So we click on
the “Candidates with political committees for: Don Gerard” and we

get the result shown in Figure-11.
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Candidate Name Address Party Office District
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.1?91:!.9.2.?.3' d = ) Demaocratic Mayor/Champaign City
[\ Champaign, IL 61821

Records 1to 1of 1

Return to Search
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We click on Don Gerard and we get the screen shown in Figure-12,
where we see the detail on the candidate and the name of his
committee. It shows his committee is “Friends of Don Gerard.”

Figure 12
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Candidate Detail

Don Gerard

1403 W Green St
Champaign, IL 61821

Mayor/Champaign
Democrabic

Committee Name Address Status i1}

Friends of Don Garard 620 W Clark st et Local 16075
Champaign, IL 61820 Committee 1D 22970

I

Election Year Election Type Result Inc/Chall/Open Fair Campaign
2011 CE Won Challenger

Return to Previous Page

Illinois Amber Alert » National Center for Missing and Exploited Children + Privacy Statement

We click on Friend of Don Gerard and now we have a series of
filings to look at as shown in Figure-13. Let’s pick the quarterly
filing near the top.
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Friends of Don Gerard

Purpose: To support the candidacy of Don Gerard for the
office of the Mayor of the City of Champaign.

620 W Clark S5t Active
Champaign, IL 61820 Local 16075
Committee ID 22970

Type of Committee: Candidate
Creation Date: g/27/2010

Officers  Previous Officers  Candidates

Report Type Reporting Period Filed Pages Clarification
10/15/2014 10:47:00 PM
uarterl 7/1/2014 to 9/30/2014 i 5
Filed electronically

7/23/2014 4:18:01 PM

A-1 ($1000+ Year Round) 1
7/1/2014 to 9/30/2014 Filed electronically
7/14/2014 10:01:52 PM
Quarterly 4/1/2014 to 6/30/2014 i
Filed electronically
4/14/2014 2:28:52 PM
Quarterly 1/1/2014 to 3/31/2014 / _"‘ :
Filed electronically
1/6/2014 2:05:29 PM
Quarterly 10/1/2013 to 12/31/2013 / _f ; 2
Filed electronically
10/9/2013 3:18:55 PM
Quarterly 7/1/2013 to 9/30/2013 i 2

Filed electronically
D-1 Statement of Organization (Amendment) 9)’26[2-013 11:01:53 AM Z
Filed on paper

7/14/2013 12:35:42 PM

Quarterly 4/1/2013 to 6/30/2013
Filed electronically
4/13/2013 4:11:33 PM
Quarterly 1/1/2013 to 3/31/2013 / ."' : 3
Filed electronically
1/7/2013 5:11:35 PM
Quarterly 10/1/2012 to 12/31/2012 17/ 3

Filed electronically

When we pick the quarterly filing we get more detail on
contributions and expenditures during the time period of July 1,

2014 through September 30, 2014, as shown in Figure-14.
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Friends of Don Gerard
D-2 Quarterly Report

7/1/2014 to 9/30/2014

RECEIPTS

1. Individual Contributions:

a. Ttemi

b. Not-Itemized

2. Transfers In:

a. Itemized

b. Not-Itemized

3. Loans Received:

a. Itemized (from Schedule A)
b. Not-Itemized

4. Other Receipts:
a. Itemized (from Schedule A)

b. Not-Itemized

TOTAL RECEIPTS (1-4)

are in Figure-15.

$5,000.00
$260.00

$1,000.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00

$6,260.00

We will choose the “Itemized” list of contributions and the results
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Friends of Don Gerard
D-2 Quarterly Report
7/1/2014 to 9/30/2014
Thus report has 6 itemized Individual Contnbutions totaling $5,000.00

Contributed By Address Amount Description Vendor Name Vendor Address F[int this list
Individual
Contribution
1124 CR 900 E $500.00
Adams, George h Z 4
Champaign, IL 61822 7/29/201 e
[‘;} Don Gerard
Individual
1916 County Road $250.00 Contribution
Barbour-Conerty, Kelly 1BOO E
7/17/2014 )
Urbana, IL 61802 Friends of
Don Gerard
Individual
Sokolski, Jon : % rw U.a
: = = 1 E Main St Contribution
Occupation; Chief Executive Suite 200 $2,000.00
]
4
e OT"C',“D : , Champaign, IL 61820 TIB/201% s of
ployer: One Main Developmen SR
Individual
A P Contrnibution
Southern Central IL Laborers 5100 Laborers' Way $1,000.00
Paolitical League Maron, IL 62959  7/18/2014 R —
Don Gerard
Indnndual
2807 M. Vermillion Contribution
Spiros Law, P.C Ste 3 B e -
i w, P.C.
4
Danville, 1L 61832 it Friends of
Don Gerard
Individual
Turner, James Contribution
; Brittany Trail $1,000.00
Occupation: President i
L Champaign, IL 61822 7/18/2014 :
Employer: O'Brien Auto Park Friends of
Don Gerard

Rarnrde 1 tn 6 nf A

The list goes on for six pages that you can scroll through. After
doing that you can return to the previous page and choose the

itemized expenditures as show in Figure-16.
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EXPENDITURES

6. Transfers Out:

a. Itemized £375.00

b. Not-1temized £100.00
7. Loans Made:

a. Itemized (From Schedule B) $0.00

b. Not-Ttemized £0.00

8. Expenditures:
a. Itemized $2,844.29

b. Not-ItEmized $368.88

9. Independent Expenditures:

a. Itemized (From Schedule B-9) £0.00
b. Not-Itemized $0.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES (6-8) £3,688.17

DEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS

9. a. Itemized (from Schedule C) £0.00
b. Not-Itemized $0.00
TOTAL DEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS $0.00

FUNDS BALANCE

Funds available at the beginning of the reporting period $2,829.17
Total Receipts $6,260.00
Subtotal $9,089.17
Total Expenditures $3,688.17
Funds available at the close of the reporting period $5,401.00
Investment Total $0.00

By choosing “Itemized Expenditures” you can get a list of what the

committee has used the contributions for as shown in Figure-17.
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Friends of Don Gerard
D-2 Quarterly Report
7/1/2014 to 9/30/2014
This report has B itemized Expenditures totaling $2,844.29

Received By Address Amount Expended By Purpose / Beneficiary”[!"! this list
611 W Church St. = -
5 ey e $1,876.00 Expenditure Consulting Friends of Don
uco, Matthew ik 9/9/2014 Friends of Don Gerard Gerard
Champaign, IL 61820
Fadi 505 S Mattis $96.28 Expenditure Banners Friends of Don
Champaign, IL 61821 8/16/2014 Friends of Don Gerard Gerard
o 505 S Mattis $49.12 Expenditure Printing Friends of Don
egex g
Champaign, IL 61821 7/5/2014 Friends of Don Gerard Gerard
FedEx 505 5 Mattis $45.75 Expenditure Banners Friends of Don
Champaign, IL 61821 7/6/2014 Friends of Don Gerard Gerard
Fade 505 S Mattis $21.75 Expenditura Office supplies Friends of
X
Champaign, IL 61821 7/6/2014 Friends of Don Gerard Don Gerard
1403 West Green St $177.00 Expenditure Promotional items Friends
Gerard, Don :
Champaign, IL 61821 7/11/2014 Friends of Don Gerard of Don Gerard
vt Place O Srision 217 N Neil St $276.39 Expenditure Fund raising - hall rental
I S g &
% g Champaign, IL 61820 7/20/2014 Friends of Don Gerard Friends of Don Gerard
. 904 N 4th St $300.00 Expenditure Donation Friends of Don
Williams, Seon 1 _
Champaign, IL 61820 8/20/2014 Friends of Don Gerard Gerard

Records 1to 8 of 8

Return to Previous Page

As you can see, the committee has spent money on a consultant, a
fundraiser, banners, and a donation to another candidate. However,
that is the first of eight pages of expenditures so there will be more
scrolling to do.

Again, this is just a quick start to using the Board of Elections web
site. There is much more data to mine and more ways to mine when

you have the time.

See the link below to download a copy of this guide.
How to track contributions to state and local candidates.pdf
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